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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Hunaid Basrai on 12/5/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) In a computer system with a display on which icons 
that are associated with nodes are provided and in which a user may select a node for 
expansion, a method for providing an indication to the user that the processing of the 
expansion of a node is occurring, the method comprising: 

providing an icon overlay over an icon representing a node once a node is selected 
by the user for expansion to provide an indication to the user that the node is selected for 
expansion , wherein the user selects the node for expansion by selecting a plus-sign 
element that is associated with the icon representing the node and wherein the node is 
represented as part of a tree view on the display ; and 

moving the icon overlay between a plurality of positions at selected time intervals 
so as to provide an indication to the user that the processing of the expansion of the node 
is occurring. 

3. (Canceled). 



4. (Canceled). 
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5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[4]] I, wherein the processing 
of the expansion of the node comprises completing an enumeration that includes sub- 
items that are to be inserted into the tree view below the node. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein a second icon 
overlay is provided over a second icon representing a second node once an associated 
second node is selected for expansion by a user to indicate to the user that the expansion 
of the second node is occurring while the expansion of the first node is still being 
processed. 

8. (Currently amended) A system for providing an indication to a user that 
processing of the expansion of a node is occurring, the system comprising: 

a computing device having a processor and a memory; 

a display device communicatively coupled to the computing device; 

wherein icons are provided on the display device as part of a tree view to 
represent nodes, and once a user selects a node for expansion by the user selecting a 
plus-sign element that is associated with the icon for the node , the icon that is associated 
with the node is overlaid by a moving element wherein the moving element is moved at 
selected intervals which provides an indication to the user that processing of the 
expansion of the node is occurring. 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Currently amended) The system of Claim [[11]] 8, wherein when the 
node is expanded, [[the]] representative icons of the sub-items for the node are displayed 
in the tree view below the icon that is associated with the node. 

13. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 8, wherein [[a]] the node is a 
folder, a computer, or a network domain. 

15. (Currently amended) In a computer system with a display, wherein icons 
on the display represent nodes that can be selected for expansion by a user, a method for 
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indicating that processing of the expansion of a node is occurring, the method 
comprising: 

providing an icon overlay over the icon of the node that has been selected by the 
user to be expanded , the user selecting a node to be expanded by selecting a plus-sign 
element that is associated with the icon of the node ; and 

moving the icon overlay to different positions while processing is continuing to 
occur with regard to the expansion of the node , wherein the node is represented as part of 
a tree view on the display . 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 15, wherein if a user selects a 
second node for expansion while the expansion of the first node is still being processed, 
then a second icon overlay is provided for th e s e cond icon over an icon representing the 
second node . 

2 1 . (Currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium having 
computer-executable components for providing an indication to a user that processing of 
an expansion of a first node is occurring, the computer-readable storage medium 
comprising: 

an icon component for providing an icon, the icon representing the first node 
selected to be expanded by a user selecting a plus-sign element that is associated with the 
icon representing the first node by a user ; and 

an icon overlay component for providing an icon overlay moved between a 
plurality of positions at selected time intervals , the icon overlay over the icon 
representing the first node being provided while the expansion of the first node is being 
processed , wherein the first node is represented as part of a tree view on a display . 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 
[[22]] 2i, wherein the selected time intervals are determined according to a timer. 
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24. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 21 , 
wherein if a user selects a second node to be expanded, the second node is also provided 
with an icon overlay over the icon representing the second node while the expansion of 
the first node is being processed. 

25. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 24, 
wherein the first and second nodes-are is also represented as part of a tree view on the 
display. 

26. (Currently amended) In a computer system with a display, a method for 
providing an indication to a user that processing of an expansion of a node is occurring, 
the method comprising: 

providing an icon overlay over an icon representing a node on the display to 
indicate that processing of the expansion of the node is occurring after a user has selected 
[[a]] the node to be expanded by selecting a plus-sign element that is associated with the 
icon that represents the node wherein the node is represented as part of a tree view on the 
display and wherein the icon overlay is moved at selected time intervals ; and 

removing the icon overlay once the processing is completed. 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[27]] 26, wherein the selected 
intervals are determined by a timer. 

29. (Canceled). 

30. (Canceled). 

3 1 . (Currently amended) In a computer system, a method for providing an 
indication that processing of the expansion of a node is occurring, the method 
comprising: 

providing a processing indicator on the display to indicate that processing of the 
expansion of a node is occurrin g, wherein the processing indicator comprises an icon 
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overlay over an icon representing the node and wherein the expansion of the node occurs 
by a user selecting a plus-sign element that is associated with the icon that represents the 
node and wherein the node is represented as part of a tree view on the display ; and 
after specified time intervals, moving the processing indicator to different 
positions to indicate that the processing is still occurring. 

33. (Canceled). 

34. (Canceled). 

35. (Currently amended) The method of Claim [[34]] 31_, wherein the 
expansion of the node comprises displaying sub-items of the node in the tree view below 
the node. 

37. (Currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium having 
computer-executable components for providing an indication on a display that processing 
of the expansion of a node is occurring, the computer-readable storage medium 
comprising: 

a processing indicator component for providing an indication on the display that 
the node is selected for expansion , wherein the processing indicator component 
comprises an icon overlay over an icon representing the node and wherein the node is 
represented as part of a tree view on the display ; 

a timer component; and 

wherein after a user selects a node to be expanded by selecting a plus-sign 
element that is associated with the icon that represents the node, the processing indicator 
component is moved at specified intervals as determined by the timer component, the 
movement of the processing indicator component providing an indication that the 
expansion of the node is being processed. 

38. (Canceled). 



39. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 38, 
wherein the icon overlay is provided in the form of a magnifying glass. 
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40. (Canceled). 

4 1 . (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of 

Claim [[40]] 37, wherein the expansion of the node comprises displaying sub-items of the 
node in the tree view. 

42. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 41, 
wherein multiple nodes can be selected by a user to be expanded, and an icon overlay 
over an icon representing a node is provided for each of the selected nodes while each of 
their respective expansions are being processed. 

43. (Currently amended) The computer-readable storage medium of Claim 42, 
wherein once the processing is completed for the expansion of a node, the sub-items of 
the node will be inserted into the tree view while the remaining nodes for which 
processing continues will continue to have their respective icon overlays. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-2, 5-10, 12-18, 20-21, 23-26, 28, 31-32, 35-37, 39, and 41-43 
are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1, 8, 15, 21, 26, 31, and 37, when considered as a whole, 
are allowable over the prior art of record. Specifically, prior art of record fail to 
clearly teach or fairly suggest the limitations "providing an icon overlay over an 
icon representing a node once a node is selected by the user for expansion to 
provide an indication to the user that the node is selected for expansion, wherein 
the user selects the node for expansion by selecting a plus-sign element that is 
associated with the icon representing the node and wherein the node is 
represented as part of a tree view on the display; and moving the icon overlay 
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between a plurality of positions at selected time intervals so as to provide an 
indication to the user that the processing of the expansion of the node is 
occurring." The dependent claims further add limitations to the allowable subject 
matter of the corresponding independent claims; thus are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone 
number is 571-270-1033. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon- 
Friday: 7:30 - 5:00, off on alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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